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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments and Amendments 

Applicant's amendment filed November 14, 2005 has been entered and made of 
record. 

The objection to claim 4 is withdrawn in view of applicant's amendment. 
Applicant's arguments with respect to all previous 35 USC 103 rejections have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In a telephone conversation on 12/02/05 with Alan Kasper (Reg. No. 25,426), 
Examiner stated that adding the word "automatically" on line 7 of claim 1 between "(c)" 
and "obtaining", and making a similar amendment to all independent claims, would put 
the application in condition for allowance. The attorney for the applicant needed to 
consult further with the applicant and therefore was unable to authorize such an 
amendment over the phone, prior to the mailing of this office action. Examiner reminds 
applicant that the above mentioned amendment would put the application in condition 
for allowance. If applicant chooses to amend, this can be done in writing, or by 
contacting the examiner via telephone, to make an examiner's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yonekawa (USPN 6,504,897) in view of Chang (USPN 6,055,326). 

As to claim 1, Yonekawa discloses a medical image processing method of 
processing image data (column 18, line 56) representing a series (column 31, lines 66- 
column 32, line 1) obtained by a radiography apparatus and read by an image reading 
apparatus (column 16, lines 44-46), said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving plural kinds of image data (column 8, lines 56-62 shows different 
kinds of image data are obtained) representing the series of images (column 31, lines 
66 - column 32, line 1) and respective photographing conditions when the series of 
images obtained (column 8, lines 56-67 and column 29, lines 35-38); 

(b) executing image processing of the plural kinds of image data (column 18, line 

56); 

(c) obtaining output-format control information including information as to output 
position and position adjustment of the series of images corresponding to the 
photographing conditions received at step (a) from among a predetermined set of 
output-format control information to be used to control an image format when the series 
of images are to be output in one screen (column 24, lines 44-67, here there is a choice 
of which x-ray apparatus is selected and once it is chosen, the images from that 
apparatus are sent along with control information relating to photographing conditions. 
This information is received and checked by the operator. Since this information 
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includes information relating to radiographing region and radiographing direction and is 
related to the particular x-ray apparatus chosen, the examiner considers this to be 
position and position adjustment information. The output-format control information is 
considered to be predetermined as it is automatically generated, though the user does 
have the option of changing it. Additionally, the images obtained are grouped together 
according to body region and direction as disclosed in column 34, lines 2-19); and 

(d) automatically constructing a layout of a series of images to be output in one 
screen on the basis of the output-format control information obtained at step (c) (column 
25, lines 27-40 discloses that the images are automatically output to a screen. It is 
clear that photographing condition data is combined with the image data and since they 
are being output to a display, then layout must be being taken into account. 
Furthermore, column 34, lines 49-52 shows that the display of a series of images can 
be further customized according to user preference of which photographing conditions 
to base the display on). 

Yonekawa does not expressly disclose that the output format control information 
includes information about rotation of the images. 

Chang discloses that the output format control information includes information 
about rotation of the images (Figure 12, element 50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to use the output format control information of Chang when 
processing the images of Yonekawa as they both deal with radiographic images taken 
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under different photographing conditions. Doing so will make it easier to determine and 
use images of different orientations (column 5 t lines 14-17 of Chang), thus providing 
motivation. 

As to claim 2, Yonekawa as applied above further discloses that each 
photographing condition is determined in accordance with a portion to be photographed 
(column 24, lines 62-64 shows that the portion to be photographed is taken into account 
and since each portion has different characteristics, the conditions will clearly be in 
accordance with the portion being imaged, else the user can change them). 

As to claim 3, Yonekawa as applied above further discloses 

Storing the obtained output-format control information as image attendant 

information of the image data (column 25, lines 34-36); and 

Outputting one of (i) the image series of images after the image processing and 

(ii) the series of images in the layout constructed on the basis of stored output-format 

control information, in accordance with a user's instruction (column 25, lines 37-39 

disclose that the images are output after image processing). 

As to claim 4, Yonekawa further discloses previewing and adjusting the series of 
images to be output in one screen (column 25, lines 27-30). 
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As to claim 5, the limitation of the claim is rejected for the same reasons as given 
in the rejection of claim 1 (rotation is discussed in the claim 1 rejection). 

As to claim 6, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 1 . 

As to claim 8, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 3. 

As to claim 9, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejections of claims 1 and 3. 

As to claim 10, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 2. 

As to claim 1 1 , the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 2. 

As to claim 12, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 4. 

As to claim 13, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 4. 

As to claim 14, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 5. 

As to claim 15, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 5. 
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As to claim 16, the limitations of the claim are rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claim 1 (claim 1 discusses the same concept but with an added 
step - the same result is achieved, namely that layout is on the basis of image data and 
image attendant information. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashutosh Upreti whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7428. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on (571) 272-7429. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




